Saint James Golf Club HOA
COMMUNIT Y NEWSLETTER
3rd Quarter, 2015

HOA Meetings
These meetings are posted
in the locked bulletin boards
at the front entrance of the
club house and at the entrance to the club house
from the pool. Notice of
meetings are posted at least
48 hours before the meeting.
Currently the Board Of Directors meet on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month
at 7:00P.M. This is subject
to change. Please check the
bulletin boards for correct
times.

Board of Directors
President: Marvin Ott
VP:

Clem Lagala

Treas:

Bob Coleman

Secy:

George Maher

Member:

Larry Cordisco

Member:

Ric Martino

Member:

Tracy Johnson

FROM YOUR HOA PRESIDENT
The 1st half of 2015 is now behind us and we ended with a positive cash flow
even though we have a very tight budget for the year. The board will do everything possible to maintain a positive cash flow throughout the year.
Because our cable contract ends in August 2017, the Cable Committee has
been studying what is available in the marketplace. They have been narrowing the field down and have a goal of presenting its findings to the board at the
August or September meeting.
The volunteer for the second quarter was Vincent D’Amico who has been an
active volunteer for years. He currently serves on our Internal Security Committee and the North Port Saint Lucie Security Patrol. Thank you Vin.
Please keep in mind that we as homeowners have an obligation to maintain
our properties including roofs, driveways, and patios. We also are required to
clean up after our dogs.
Thank you,

Marvin Ott
HOA president

Letter from the Pro

What’s In This Issue…..

Page
Financials

3

Committees

2

Did You Know

4

Kudos Korner

6

Social Club

7

Golf Pro

12

Wine

8

Maintenance

10

Activities

9

Dear Residents,
I’m proud to announce the sale of the St. James Golf Club. The new owners are a family from Texas with over 50 years of golf course management experience. The new name, Champions Turf Club at St. James, is
synonymous with quality turf & our outstanding facilities.
Since early June the course has been closed for renovations of the greens
& collars, through the summer months & beyond continual improvements will remain until St. James is restored to being one of St. Lucie’s
top courses.
(continue on page 8)
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Cable Contract Committee Report
The Cable Committee has spent over 9 months reviewing our current cable system,
the future of cable TV, Internet (Broadband), technology, and the companies that provide
these services in our area. We have learned a lot.
The contract on our current system ends on August 9th 2017. The contract is for
bulk billing of TV services. The current infrastructure is coax based and as such will not
meet our future needs for fast internet (streaming) service and will not meet the needs of
a family with multiple users on the internet at the same time. A very large number of our
Homeowners are experiencing this problem now.
Our review of technology, by reading many articles and interviewing vendors, tells
us that the future of cable TV and high speed internet will require us to select a vendor
that can provide Fiber Optical Cable to our homes (FTTH). This method will provide us
with the internet speeds and TV channels that we need now. It will also provide future
TV and Internet services for much longer than the 10 year contract we must sign. The fiber to the home (FTTH) will not cost us anything up front for the installation. The vendor
will recover that money over the length of the contract. We can install the FTTH with
bulk internet rate as soon as we select a vendor and agree to a contract.
We have interviewed, visited, and reviewed the network plans, installation plans,
and pricing as well as the financial condition of 5 vendors. We have narrowed it down to 2
vendors. We are still working with these two vendors to determine which one we believe
will deliver the best quality of service and maintain it at the highest level.
In the many presentations we made earlier this year we stated that we believed we
could get HDTV and high speed internet over FTTH and only increase our HOA dues for
less than $30 per month. STOP I know what you are thinking “. That is a big increase in
HOA dues.” Let’s think about it. By the end of our current contract we will be paying
Litestream $41.99 per month plus taxes. We get 65 channels and no internet in that
price. How much do you pay for internet? I bet it is more than $30 per month and your
speed is less than 6 mbps down and .75 mbps up. The new service we are going to get will
give us more than 93 HD channels and internet speed starting at 75 mbps down and 20
mbps up. This will cost us no more than $25 plus tax per month than we are paying the
HOA now. If you are paying $30 or more for your internet you will be saving $5 per month
or more, you will just be paying the HOA instead of another vendor, with better service,
more TV channels, and a much faster internet speed.
FTTH will prepare our homes for the future changes in cable TV and high speed
internet for less money than we, the Homeowners, are spending today. If you have any
questions please email the HOA office at stjamesgolfclubhoa@bellsouth.net and the
committee will answer your questions by email.

Cable Committee
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St. . James Golf Club HOA—2015 Financials
Profit & Loss

Income

Jan - Jun 15
652,996

Budget
639,700

$ Over Budget

13,296

Expense
Administrative
Maint & Repairs - Gen.
Insurance
Grds, Landscape & Irrig.
Lake & Fountain
Pool Operations
Clubhouse Operations

46,358
39,441
13,464
203,824
13,870
1,820
22,802

66,875
42,750
13,000
216,250
14,620
1,500
28,650

(20,517)
(3,309)
464
(12,426)
(750)
320
(5,848)

Utilities
Miscellaneous

223,985
21,776

228,400
9,000

(4,415)
12,776

Transfer Reserve

52,000

52,000

-

Total Expense

637,720

671,545

(33,825)

Net Ordinary Income
Total Other Income

15,276
13,489

(31,845)
-

47,121
-

Net Income

28,053

(31,845)

59,898

Balance Sheet

As of Jun 30, 2015

Assets
Total Checking/Savings
Total Accounts Receivable

1,405,301

Total Other Current Assets
Total Current Assets
Total Assets

24,520
1,480,857
1,480,857

Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Payroll Liabilities

(612)
2,299

Deferred Tax Deed Sale

32,947

Advanced Billing/Security
Dep
Deferred HOA Improvements
Total Liabilities

103,950

Equity
Reserves
Retained Earnings

Total Equity
Total Equities & Liabilities

See the HOA website for additional info— www.stjamesgolfclubhoa.com

51,035

Net Income

137,225

309,279

855,006
299,896

1,172,189
1,480,857
28,053
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Did you know….
…….that

the earliest residents were not the Seminoles
but the Ais. The Ais lived along the coast between
Cape Canaveral, in the north, Fort Pierce in the south,
and west up to the St. Johns River. Just south of our
area lived another early tribe called the Jeaga. Although many traces of these Indians remain along the
Indian River shores, very little is known about the tribe.

Shipwrecked sailors were known to have been
killed by, as well as taken in by, the Ais. The Jonathan
Dickinson party, (now you know who the state park is
named after) that was shipwrecked around Jupiter’s shores in 1696, came across the Ais as
they traveled up toward St. Augustine.
A major chief of the Ais was named Oathaqua and the Territorial Governor Mendez de
Canco reported in 1597 that this chief had more Indians under him than any other tribe he had
contact met. Since food was abundantly available in the local environment, the Ais numbers
grew as well as their culture. They were hunters and gatherers. Their diet was rich in fish, turtle,
and shellfish. They ate cocoplums, sabal palm berries and other gathered fruits.
The Ais were friendly with the Spanish and sent warriors in 1605 to assist
them in their campaign against the French.
After 1703 the tribe was absorbed into the
Costas Indian tribe. By 1711 their numbers had diminished to 137 individuals because of disease brought on by the Europeans. By the 1740’s the had vanished.
Ais artifacts found in our area include pottery, stone and shell tools. St. Lucie also has Indian
shell “middens” and burial grounds for the Ais. You can find an Ais Indian mound located about
one mile south of the Port Saint Lucie County Courthouse along Indian River Drive.
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Wine Tasting Club
Right now the club is on hold till December. The meetings will have to be at our homes because the HOA lawyer said that
we cannot have a business come to the clubhouse unless they have a permit that allows them to sell on the premises. So
we need to look into a few companies a little more or have it at our homes. But in the meantime here are a few tips for
those who want to learn about wine.

Smelling Tips:
Know Your Wine

How intense is the smell?
Name a few fruit flavors.
Identify other flavors.

Wouldn’t mind
tasting this!

Does it have a mineral smell?
Is the wine “oaked”?

Tasting Tips:
Name a few flavors you taste.
How intense are the flavors?
How acidic is the wine?
Is the alcohol level apparent?
How long is the aftertaste?

If you seriously want
this club to work
then we need some
leaders and members. People need
to reply to the email address to let me
know if you are interested in helping run
the club or if you just want to be a member.
I have had many people tell me they are
interested verbally but no one has replied
by email. Send replies to :
sjhoanews@gmail.com
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KUDOS KORNER
This quarter KK is featuring the two young men who are a great asset to St. James. Let us congratulate
them on their accomplishments and hope that other kids in our community will look at them as role models!!

Congratulations
to Michael and Anthony Corona who received the
President’s Award signed by Barrack Obama for student who score 4.0 or higher on their F CAT Exam for
mid-4th to mid-fifth grade.
Michael and Anthony attended Fairlawn Elementary
School from Kindergarten through 5th grade and
maintained all A’s and B’s. This is quite an accomplishment. Both boys were on student council for
Michael James
Anthony Joseph
part of 4th grade and all of 5th grade. While on student
council they participated with teachers on Earth Day by volunteering to clean up around school and help
plant flowers and put down mulch. Around the holidays, the boys went Christmas caroling at a nursing
home which delighted the seniors living there. Community service always needs to be applauded in this
day and age.
Michael and Anthony enjoy playing golf with their grandparents, love to swim, and joined a football
league for the 2015 fall season. The boys have attended various golf clinics given by the St. James Golf
Pro which has helped the boys to understand the golf swing and the game itself. Michael and Anthony
will be moving on to middle school at Lincoln Park Academy. I believe I can speak for all of the community when I say

“ Best of luck
to both of you
boys, you
make our community
proud!!”

Bobby’s serves breakfast from 6AM

C O MMU NI T Y NE WS LE T T E R

PAGE 7

St. James Social Club News
Once again our Memorial Day Picnic was a huge success. Thanks
to Janie Cordisco and her committee for all their hard work.

New news on events and activities:


Our annual golf tournament has been put on hold. We are awaiting
for the golf course sale.
Barbara Warren is planning our first Mah Jongg Tournament
on Saturday, November 14. It will be
from 8:30 to 5:00. Cost is $25 which includes lunch. Prizes will be handed out to
high scores. You can send a check or cash
or drop it off at 327 NW Somerset Cr.
Barbara will hand out the rules. Deadline for entering the tournament is 11/1. So get those checks in to ensure your seat at the
tournament. Any questions see Barbara at Mah Jongg on Thursday afternoons at the clubhouse. We will need additional card or bridge tables, so if
you have one to loan us please let Barbara know.




Summer is almost over and soon the snowbirds will be back, but we still have plenty of
activities. Bocce, Pickle Ball, Tennis, Basketball, Volleyball, Cards, Bridge, Mah
Jongg, and Water Aerobics to name a few. There’s something for everyone.



The holidays are fast approaching, start planning your holiday decorating ideas! Prizes
will be awarded for the best displays.

Check the St James news channel or the sign board by our entrance for any new information.

Sally Santilli,

Social Club Chairperson
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In Memory….
We of St. James have come together
from various places, and we are all at different
stages on our journey through life. Our paths
are varied and we look at life in different ways.
But there is one thing we all have in common,
at one point or another, and to some degree,
our lives have been touched by knowing Larry.

Larry Joe Pratt (3/4/44- 6/5/15)

Larry moved permanently to Florida in
2011. Many remember Larry as a fisherman
and hunter. But his passion for over 20 years
was golf. Larry was also a veteran of the Vietnam War where he was a proud survivor of

the “Walking Dead” 1st Battalion, 9th Marines.
He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Lynda, two sisters, one brother, a daughter, a
son, and 6 grandchildren. He was buried on June 15, 2015 at Camp Butler National Cemetery
in Springfield, Illinois.
Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day, unseen, unheard, but always
near, still loved, still missed and very dear. We will miss you Larry.

Letter from the Pro (cont.)
Although no Opening Day has been scheduled, we know that the longer we work on the
course the better it will look & play this fall & winter. Your patience is greatly appreciated.
Please do not play on the course unless you are an Annual Golf Member in good standing.
Fewer player interruptions will allow the Maintenance Team to work faster so we can reopen sooner. Membership rates will be announced in early October.
I’m sure the improvements to the course will benefit every resident. As always, thank you
for your ongoing support of the golf club.
Looking forward to seeing you on “The Links”

Chris Cunniffe
General Manager, PGA
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Activities Corner
Ladies Mah Jongg

AQUA DIVA’S Water Aerobics begins 9
Every Thursday afternoon at 12:30—4:00pm. a.m. - 10 a.m. Monday through Friday
Bring your card and be ready to
You do not have to know how to swim,
play!
everyone goes at their
Also beginners can learn on Fridays
own pace from beginners
at 1pm in the clubhouse card
to advanced. Open to all
room.
residents.

Ladies Bunco : Meets the first Wednesday of every month at
7pm at the clubhouse.
This is a very easy dice
game. Come and join
the fun!

Cards and Mexican Train Dominoes
are played Monday nights from 6:30 till 9:00
in Clubhouse card room.

Canasta:
is played Wednesdays from
1:00 till 4:00 pm in Clubhouse card room.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS)

Port St Lucie Chapter #430, meets every
Friday at the Clubhouse with weigh-in
from 8:30-9:45; meeting from 10 -11 AM.

Pickle Ball
Is played on Tuesdays at 4:30 pm (7pm in
summer) and Saturdays at 8:30 am. There are
two courts set up with nets by the basketball
court.

Bocce ! Join us on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons at 4 pm for Bocce. The courts
are located near the Gazebos. Bocce is an easy game
to learn and fun for all.

Continental Cards:
are played Friday
nights from 6:30 till 9:00 pm in Clubhouse
card room except when they have Texas
Hold’em nights.

Social Bridge: Every Monday, 1-4 PM at
the Clubhouse. All welcome! Please call Ellen Lagala 336-1878, for further info.

The St. James Book Club
We meet usually the fourth Tuesday of every month
(October through April). We meet at the clubhouse
around 2 PM.
The book for the October 27th meeting is The Chaperone by Laura Moriarty.
Please join us and discuss!!– Judi Weech

There are also: Horse Shoes, Soccer
nets, Basketball, and Tennis Courts available for use. So don’t be a couch potato.
Come and play!!!
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Maintenance Committee
The Maintenance Committee meets the second Thursday of every month at
6pm in the clubhouse. The committee addresses the ongoing preventive maintenance and all of the projects that are proposed for the development now and in
the future.
During the second quarter things that were discussed and completed were
roadway and gutter repairs, drain cleaning, trash barrels for Dover Circle and the
Boulevard, additional pool lounge chairs, pool deck signs installed, the card room
air conditioner replaced and the nine foot thatch umbrella installed at the playground.
Things that are planned and approved by the board that will be coming are
additional windscreens for tennis and basketball courts, trimming palm trees at
the end of July, LED lighting for the front fountain, and a study is being done in
replacing the boulevard palm trees.
Roof and driveway cleaning is an important part of maintenance of your
home and picking up after your dog is also a requirement. The HOA does have a
committee that checks to make certain we abide the by-laws and if we don not a
letter is send to remind us what can be expected.

Marvin Ott

Committee Chairman.

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
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Learn The Value of Your Home Instantly:
Go To: www.MyHomeFMV.com

Mary Ellen Camden
Loan Originator

Tom Camden, Realtor
23 Yrs. Experience Has It’s Rewards!!!

Call me to find out if a Reverse Mortgage is right for you
401 NW Lyndhurst Court Port St. Lucie, FL 34983
Email: mecamden@professionalmortgagealliance.com
Cell: 772-370-3268
Individual NMLS # 334379 Company NMLS # 1250922

Buying, Selling, Relocating or Investing:
Call or Text: 772-475-5526
Email: tcamden@msn.com
Sold—That’s
What I Do!!!
Referrals Are Always Appreciated

& Pressure Cleaning

$225 Single Story House
$250 Two Story House
Full Cleaning
Ask about Multi-House Discount
Cleaning Includes ROOF—DRIVE/WALKWAY PATIO OR
POOL AREA. GUTTERS & SCREENS

St James HOA Clubhouse
CLEANED IN 2003
STILL LOOKS GREAT

FREE
Roof Treatment with Full Cleaning

Family Owned & Operated

C O M M U N IT Y N E W S L E T T E R
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10% off

Any job
With this coupon Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Expires 7/31/15

Sold In St. James by Tom Farish
Lang Realty in the Last 12 Months:
518 Waverly
693 Stanford

304 Binghamton
307 Somerset
425 Sheffield

Tom Farish
Realtor

350 Stratford
337 Sheffield
641 Stanford

Call me today. I may already have a buyer!

Call me today, I may already have a buyer!!
Email: t.farish@langrealty.com
List $ in Millions

Direct: 937-308-1188
Office: 772467-1299 Fax: 772-467-1858
9700 Reserve Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL 34986
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Office: 772-807-1156
Cell:

772-631-0442

Mailing Information
SAINT JAMES GOLF CLUB HOA
5601 NW SAINT JAMES BLVD
PORT SAINT LUCIE, FL 34983

Phone: 772-344-0219
Fax: 772-344-0818
Email: stjamesgchoa@bellsouth.net
Web Site: ww.stjamesgolfclubhoa.com

TO:
________________________________________________
************ECRWSS************

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER
Port St. Lucie, FL 34983
Route C049

Your HOA Newsletter has it’s own email address. Send, comments and ads
to sjhoanews@gmail.com

This newsletter is written to benefit the residents of our community. While we think the newsletters
have covered information that is important to homeowners, it would be helpful if residents provided
feedback to us. If there are issues that you would like to see covered or issues that you feel receive
too much attention please let us know by calling the HOA office or e-mail us at
sjhoanews@gmail.com.
We also need volunteers to assist us in writing articles, design, and publishing our newsletter. We
want to make this meaningful, valuable, and readable, and pay for itself. If you know of anyone who
would like to advertise in our newsletter please have them contact Barbara Warren or Larry
Cordisco through the HOA office at 772-344-0219 or e-mail at sjhoanews@gmail.com.
Support our Advertisers and when you use one of our advertisers please let them know you live in
Saint James Golf Club and that you saw their Advertisement in our newsletter.

Get your Newsletter by e-mail. Just send your e-mail address to sjhoanews@gmail.com

